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Englands Miſery : 


Or, a Brief 


ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


Corrupt PracticeoftheLaw, &«. 


Reat Complaints have been publickly made, ſetting 
forth the wicked Practices of the Profeſſors o! che 
Law,and thoſe who have dependanceupon the ſame, 
by which I conceive, has been plainly made aps 
pear the great Calamity of the People, and how 
Thouſands of Families have conſequently been ruin'd thereby. 
Yet notwithſtanding the Intereſt of thoſe proteſſing the Law, 
hath been hitherto ſo great, no Care has beea tiken to redreſs 
the ſame. But finding that few particular Inſtances in Relation 
to Fat ( which always makes a greater Imprefſion upon the 
Minds of Men than a general Notion of things) have been gt- 
ven of Matters of this Nature ; therefore I conceive my ſelf 
obliged by the Duty I owe to my Native Country, as well 
as in order to my own Preſervation, to give a brief Account of 


the evil Uſage my ſelf and _—_ Friends have met withal oo 
2 o 


C4) 
Pe: ſons Profeſſing the Law: By which, (if we Judge by the 
Rule of Proportion) the Miſery of the People in General will 
manifeſtly appear. And that according to the preſent praftice 
of the Law, no Man is ſafe, but liable to be Eaten up and De- 


voured. 


There's none concern'd in Merchandice, Trade, &c. But 
muit unzvoidably have Diſputes, ſome of which will conſe. 
quently beget Law-Suits, which often times are ſeen to prove 
(as things are now managed) to be the Ruin both of the 
Plaintif and Defendant, and many Suits appear to be kept on 
Foot only ro promote the Intereſt of Attorneys, &c. all which 
Evils come to paſs principally through the Remiſneſs, or 
rather, groſs Corruption of the JuJges, who are intrult- 
ed with the Executive part of the Law, and want not Power 
ro check and put a ſtop to all theſe Evil Practices; which 
ſpin out as it were the very Bowels of the People. So. that 
we who have been for many Aje*s >at, the happieſt People 
in the World; andeven the envy ot other Nations, are now 
become rhe Miſerableſt People in the Univerſe, only for want 
of our Laws being duly Executed; yet leſt it ſhould' be 
{aid I Caluininate Perſons, and am not able to prove Matter of 
F2ct, I ſhall give a ſhort Relation of ſeveral Matters, not 
long ſince Tranſafted (ſome of them very lately) which I 
conceive will fully Demonſtrate what I ſay, viz. 


T7 There was a certain Perſon came to my Houſe, to Lodge and 
Diet, pretending to be a Lady, (was Recommended to me as | 
ſuch) and in ſome time, ſhe became Indebted to me, by 
Aoneys Lent, &c. about 3ol. for which ſhe gave me Bond ; 
then I diſcovered her ro be a Cheat, upon which ſhe fled from 
my Houle, and :t was ſome Years before I found her out ; then 
i Arreſted her, which begot a Law-Suit, that coſt me near 4o/. 
yet I am kept out of my Moncy co this day ; and tho it was 
then publickly known, this Woman was a profligate Wretch, 
who had efcap'd out of New Gare, and had ſeveral pretended 
Husbands (fome of which had been Executed at T:barns, as 


Fellons) yet in this very Suir, was aviaitted as a Pauper at 
| one 


Pe 
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one and the ſame time, both in the Kz»gs-Bexch. and Chancery, 
(tho my Debt as hath been ſaid was upon Bond,)) ſhe produced 
about 18 Witneſſes, not one of them appeariag to be.of any 
Keputation: Nay, my own Attorney who knew what Wicked 
People I had to deal wirhall, and to whom I gave firi&t 
e:ders to be careful of my Bulineſs, ſufter'd me to be Non- 
ſuitd to my Colt, 61. 6s. 


2. This pretended Lady, and her Gang, was not ſatisfied in 
Engaging me in Two Suits of Law, for-they and ſome Lawyers 
did prompt and excite, a Young Man to Sue me, (whom I 
had brought up from a Child, and put forth an Apprentice at 
my own proper Coſt and Charge,) tho he had no Juſt Ground 
ſo to do, being prompt thereunto by this Gang, and ſome 
Lawyers, (as he has fince with ſorrow confeſt ro me) upon 
which I had him before a Judge, but could have no relief ; 
but in a littrie time, the Young Man was ſenſible of his 
folly, and of his own accord, came to me and beg'd Pardon 
for what he had done; fo we went to the Attorney and 
order'd him to ſtop Proceedings. Yet now my Attorney 


brings me in a Bill upon this account, tho there was no - 


Proceedings thereupon ; but his wickedneſs to me will farther 
appear ; Which at preſent I ſhall wave, and go upon other 
Matter. 

3. I was Truſtee for Two Young Men for ſeveral Years, 
and the Account between them and me, was Stated by Two 
Attorneys, who Audited the ſame, and ſet their hands there- 
unto ; yet ſome Years after theſe unhappy Young Men, met 
wich ſome Lawyers that put them upon Suing of me, tho 
there was not the leaſt Ground for it, as in the end it did 
appear, to the High Court of Chancery, the Matter having 
been Twice referred, by Order of Court, to a Maſter in 
C--zcery, who Audited the Account, in the preſence of Two 
Counſellors at Law; this QUnjuſt Suit was near 20ol. Charge 
to the Young Men, to the utter Ruin of one of them; who 
lays his Ruin, and I think JuRtly, at the Lawyers Door, as the 

Caule thereof, 
& ©. 


h ;4. I took Nos a 209 Perſon; upon which 

aÞF _ il of him in his own Name; 
ely,” if 1 would not 

ive ns ode his Priſorier 'go.. I not comply- - 
Fg with I Demands, he arreſted me ;\ where- 
upon T futhim6i? Rik fore a Judge, who did acknowledge, 
and ſay I wa y, yer would do*me no Juſtice, but 
' ſeem'd rather to \the fr ont thereby to bring (as 


I ſuppoſe”) mipre- 53 {o-I was glad at laſt: to 
give the es of him, and ſecure my" =o 
- The Art 


TY before did make mention " 
wid employ in {Writ Bafinefſes ; for doing which,he ſent'me 
in a Bill 'of*173 /. Sd, and in ſome Months after fent 
another"Bill"df"r {h £ both. referring to one and the fame 
Buſineſs} and thei Kb me ſeveral threatning Letters, that 
if I g* not forthwith pity tim, he would arreſt me; upon 
| which 1 fummon'd hifi: fore. a Judge, before whom he 
Fa pear'd? and WYiſpert to him, and "then gave into his 
rh d another Bill of” Fig which I never {aw otherways 
than itt the Jadg es. Ma whereupon I 1cquainted his Lord- 
ſhip that I Had '$wor BHS? before given, me, elther "of which 
T wa5 willing to hays” taX'd ; "but it would nor tbe: gfanted, 
tho;Foffer'd t ove that I bad paid him 7 / to s. and that 
he Tharged' ine we near Five Pound for Counſel Fees, which 
he. never disbyrled,: and that 'he had a Bilt of 16 { of mine 
. in "his. Hands, -a Ivar he Charged me 20 #., for viewin 
FG ritings [4 ahds, when T never employ*d him, 
wv he having been oY, qd by another Perſon, who gave him 
"op 20 -52for his Pail; MY gy had the Confidence to tell his 
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Id 34 Oekert | that he, nd two Cart-loads of Papers by my 
p-.- - ; Peder Mag oF them were in a ſmall Deale-Box, 
- 1 82,82 v8 T- clive to him, but . would not hear 

. 0 's fe, tho. I weſt, it (as I have fince done before 

- Lach Jaig Ss | d-ign 'dand order'd the 25 / Bill ro be 

W Hh d, agd th 0Wd pay in to one of. the Prothonitors of 

's 4 ah Kings Booth F of n, ney, which T thought ro bea reat 

. No Mo put {pon 1.9 n I was not in his Debt ;* where- 

TY $00 wy upon 
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bes This was about a TY, <4 


Bill fign 
tax'd, 


go'd by .the _ 627 ſid 


Month fince; \-but he "has not. Nh YJeb;! {0 the Matter's 4; 
ſtill depending. | 200 = 'F 

6. A Relation 'of- mine ſued a <p d "_ _Y 4 1s | 
was indebted to him;. 1n no Bot bf *which Snir- is ſas ble 
above 200'/; before he could recoves is Debt ; and in .th1 


4* » 


Cauſe, between Plantiff and: Delano 
above 5007. - 5 72 


t, there Was he | 


* Fvr vi vis 1 


7. A certain Perſon' came to x: Bqprkeodper (a Man of «+, 
known Reputation ) and defir'd him: give hit "Sung for it 
a Broad piece of Gold ; according to:his RiQueſt he give” Him  *! 
the Money, but this Perſon, by a Trick of Ledgerdemain' gave * | 
him a Broad Guilt Shilling, inſtead ef-+piere of - Gdld? This " 


ſame Day it was done, he found he wis vhs Chented, and'io made 
Search after the Perſon that did it ;” who fhding 4 Apnſery Gi: , 
cover*d, and that he was like-to- fald wird ” Was too 
quick for the Shop-keeper ;* for "he takes rs if 
Sainſt him, and had him before Tenge of mo Io ag TP 
Scandalizing of him ; upon which, .F# Shop. and Ms 
Wife, accfpaiga the Juſtice of the Peace” with 'the'-wt 
Circumſtance of the Marter, and offxU. th {Fear it,” ye the 
. Juſtice, of rhe Peace would not adriis bin t& Mis Oath, -but 
bound him_ over to the next'$ & Pam | 
dalizing the worthy Gentleman'; | 
Treat Trouble) he rook him uv 
the Matter was tried at Hicks" 'R | 


-whbr that; FidxGrter 
x £ 'Criines | 


zl: | «} "i Trl » 4 (8), 713 Of [; rT \W fiery 
Crimes of the liks nature were fully proy*d-upon, him, Lboby 
produced near 20 Wizneſles ſuch as . wat 2g ich _he.. 
was-by the Court Fin'd, qo, ut .it was reduced to. 20/. which, 
he immediately paid and went off, and che honeſt, Shop-Keeper; 
in proſecuting.this Matter was at above 124, Charge, and like. 
to have no SatisfaQtion ; {or if he could meet Sith oh Wicked: 
Perſon, he:ſays he dares nat Sue him , ſeeing there is ſo great 
' Corruption in the Praftice of the Law. | ks ens, 


$. A-Geatleman was unjuſtly Sued for 100/. yet in Defend-. 
ing himſelt, in that Suit he: ſpent, above 120. ;tho he. did not 
pay the Debt, he had paid the better part of the, Money ro his 
Attorney who Arreſted him before he gave him a Bill, after 
which the Attorney gave-him a Bull ; and he ObjeRting againſt 
ſomethings 1n jt; ina little time his Attorney gave him ang» 
ther, -and made his Account above 10/.mcore, and then Laught 
at him ;. upon which he was adviſed by, !ome Friends ro get ihe 
Biil Taxt, but others telling him how Corum rhiogs were, 
advited him rather to pay he Acrorney, hen Involve himſelf 
tn farcher trouble, which he accordingly did. 


9. In the Year 1692 a French Ship and Cargo, called the St Nz- 
cholas of | Haverdegrace, ot the value of nezr 3000/. in thy open 
teas was Seized by Three Ezg!:þ tailors on Board, (who had 
been Captivatedinto, France) and Carric inio Texy, Dependant 
upon the-Port of Milfprd ; upon which M1 /tcr Midleton, Col 
leCtor of the ſaid Porty. &c- Uuladed the VR] by Night, and 
Embezeled the Cargo, and withall Commicted the. Three Exge 
l;ſb Sailors to the! Cummon. Goal, at the iame time Diſmiſſing 
the Brezch, who had beea brought in as Priſoners. Informatt- 
on thereof being givento.the Admiralty-Court, Cemmiſhons 
of Enquiry were thence Iffued, and upon Examination the Em- 
bezelments fally prov?d, and Sentence paſſed oa behalf of the 
King ; whereupon the Offendersmoved for, and obtained a Pro- 
tubition out of the Exchequer" to. ſtop all turrher Proceedings, 
which is caitinued to this'day ; ſo the Spoil ſeems to have been 
divided among them ; The poor Sailors were continued many 
Months in Priſon, and did-notobtain their Liberty without great 
difficulty 
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difficulty ; ſince which one of has been Kild in the Pub- 
lick Service, another of them taken by the French, and carried 
to'St. Melves, where he was (astis fuid) Murthered.;. end pne 
Witter Jenkim*, "whom the:Sayors Employ'd in Proſecuting 
this Matter, as did likewiſe the Lords of the Admiralty on be- 
half of the King '{who has' beeri at Two A Hyngred 
Pounds Charge in the/Proſecution),.appears to. "6 been AU 
treated as the poor Saylors, al their -Lordſhips often 
gave him aſſurance, That if be prov's the Faits, he (bould not 
only vi ſatisfied for his Trouble 'and Expence, but very well reware 
ded ; and tho he executed ſeveral Commiſſions, and bath at- 
rended this 'Matter for above: Five Tears (having been drilPd 
on, and fed witty vain Hopes: from-time-to time, to_the utter 
Ruin ofhim and his Family) and expended a conſiderable Sum 
of Money, yet has nor been able to obtain any. SatisfaQion, 
otherwiſe than that: about [Three | Months fince the, Lords 4 
the' Admiralty ſent-for' him, -and-told him at a full Board, JF &. 

would not toxcern himſelf any | more #n this Matter, but retire 
into bis own Country, they would otder-him-10 1. which he was 
conſtrain'd, thro his great Neceſſity, to take. Rs 


An Attorney gave in a Bill. of 423 4, toa Friend -of min | 
that” ſiltnimibl'S bo 'before::1a Judge,» who reduc'd che piſ 
to 29 F. DET CAR hr Ps 
11. | Ariother Bill of 40 /. was Gora by an Attorney, which 
hk axt 


the 'reduc*d 'to 7 and. withal, Friend, that if 
he xo he would lay the Attorney by 
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x2. Another Bill of 60 /. was given in by an Attorney, who 
was ſummon'd before a Judge, that reduc'd the ſaid Bill to 147. 


Theſe three Caſes, which T have laſt Recited, may ſeem tobe 
great Atts of J uſtice ; yet with Submiſfſion'in my Apprehenſion 
they are not ſo, bur particular Acts ot Favour and Kindneſs, in 
regard the Judges ( who are. {worn-to do Imparrial Juſtice ) 
did not puniſh the Attorneys *, by diſabiing them to praftice 
for the future ; for having madeſo great and notoriousa Breach 
of th: Oath they rook, when they. were admitied ro practice. ag 
Attorneys, they at the'ſame time being Inveltcd . with. a Pow. 
er, which enabled them ſo to have done. £9 that all this a. 
mounts to no more than as'if I ſhould rake up. a Perſon, who 
had cheated me, and have him betore a Jultice of the Peace, who 
ſhould oblige him ro reftore ro me what he wrong'd me of ; 
and afterwards diſmiſs him, and give him leave to cheat. any 
Body el{e'whom he pleas'd: For jo it 15, that when Mea are not 
puniſh'd for their Offences, it does but encourage them and others 
to Commit the like Crimes for the future, and to be more wick. 
ed than they were before ; which plainly demonſtrates any. Na- 
tion, having good Laws that are not kept, ſerve only -to: make 
the People ſo much the more miſerable. ; | 


And whoever does but conſider how Councellors. *,*. and 
Attorneys at Law, are oblig'd by their Oaths, rot knowingly 
to engage in any Evil Cauſe, or toencreaſe Fees, and views but 


= a. af) 
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(*) There are a fort, of Men among us who' pratice (in. other Men's 
Names } as Attorneys that are not'ſo'; 1t were: happy for the People they 
were {uppreſsd; and that all Artorneys- were reſtrain'd! uw their raking Clerk 
(as ſeveral Companies and, Trades are in-London, to-prevens.their being nu- /g 
merous )and not ſuffer {' t6 fill- the nd, as they. do, witH!. Split- 
rers-of Cauſes ut's one of the greateſt vils that: can _befal a-Nation- to be.over- 
ſtock®d (as we are) with Ea 4 i v6 wall; |; 4 RR, 


» * There's no doubt there are many worthy Gentlemen that pradtice the 
'Law; who are great Enemies to theſe Corrupticns, and would. gladly ſee 
them Remoy*d. | | ; 

the 
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ghie Praftiae of them: every Term, can hardly conclude other. 
ways, than-that. they.-are, for the moſt” part, dreadfully 'Per- 
jured, which they ſeem to be hardened in, for its welt known 
| they (generally make bur a. Jeſt of it. | 


And thoſe few Inſtances that have here been'giyen'of their 
Evil Practices, -caunor, be judg'd to. be the hundred thouſandth 
Part 'of the. Miſery the;Peaple of this Nation undergo, by rea- 
ſon of the Corruption of the Law, and without all Controver- 
fie, a Multitude of Families are eyery Year Ruined thereby, far 
many Thouſands of Perſons may . reaſonably be ſippogd ro be 
engaged in Suirs at Law, that-underſtand nothing of the Law, 
bur refer all to thei. Attorneys, , and Jf they find they are, ill 
treated by them, and » 1>i!pute happens to ariſe between them, 
they are not able to: contend with them, bur for the molt part 
lie at their Mercy to do by them even as they pleaſe; yer if any 
are ſo hardy as to contend with their Atcorneys, 1d as-ty have 
their Bills Tax'd, generally [peakin 7, they ck fave little Reg- 
ſon to expe& Rehet ( Experience tells me, and other Men fo) 
upon the Account they who are Judges of the Matter, are Bre- 
thren * of rhe ſame Quill, ſrom whom a Man has no where to 
Appeal, inſomuch that many Honeſt Men are now afraid to 
Sue for thejr Juſt Rights, for fear of waſting their Eſtates, by 
being involy'd in Chargeable and Long Suits, and it's even my 
own Caſe at this time. 4 


So that what by the Evil Praftice of the Law, and the Cor- 
ruptions that have crept iato the Government during the late 
War (occafion'd by Reaſon of His Majeſty's frequenr'and long 
Abſence) the People in general are brought into great diſtreſs, 


=" * Theſe Gentlemen Purchaſe their Employments or Places, which are but foi 
Life, with large Sums of Money, and- having -no. Leaſe of their Lives, .run 
great Hazards, and conſidering the general Corruption there is in the PraQtice 
of the Law, and rhe Temptation they” —_— it cannos;be fuppas'd-but 
that they will be willing to make'uſe of their-rime,' as well as)ocher Many/'by 
which may be ſeen, what Miſery: the Peop!eare-expos's ro, by the'Buying and 
Selling Employ ment, | | 

| B 2 Trai!e 
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Trade + being rediiced to a very low Ebb, ' and *Hdndicrafts- 
Men and Artificers, who formerly us'd to Live Plentifully, and 
well, are now brought ſo low, that if ſome ſpeedy care be not 
taken to revive Trade, Thouſands of Families in this Nation 
will be in great danger of being Starv'd. : 


Whateyer Engliſh Men has been abroad in Foreign Countries 
(as I have been) and ſeen with whart little Expeace, and how 
{oon Law Suits are there brought to a period, cannot, without 
Regret, . behold the preſent miſerable Condition of his Native 
Countrey, the more, in regard,it ſo viſibly appeats to have been 
brought upon us by the wickedneſs of fome Perſons among our 
ſelves. With my own Eyes bave I ſeen honeſt worthy Perſons, 
who detected and prov'd Notorious Crimes, publickly Ruined, 
and ſuffered to veriſh through Grief and Want, Yet notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe Evils, 'it muſt be acknowledg'd, we have che 
beſt Prince, and the beſt Laws of any Nation in Exzrope. So 
that now, upon this Heppy Peace, we have no Reaſon to que- 
ftion His Majeſty's Goodneſs to his People; and it's the juſt 
Apprehenſion of His Majeſty*s Goodneſs and Juſtice,zthat makes 
me look back with Comfort upon the Happy and Glorious Reign 
of Queen Elizabeth; in her time, no Man durſt Embeze) or Miſ- 
Jpend the Puhlick Treaſure ; and-if any of her Judges thould 
Have been heard'publickly to declare, rhe' Perquitites of: his 
Place was worth 3ooe 7. per Anxum, She would ſoon have 
Caged him, and found a Perſon more worthy to fill the place. 
Edmond Bohun, Eſq; who Writ the Life of this moſt excellent 
Princeſs, in Page 60. ſays, She wel conſidered whatever was re- 
commended to her, as uſeful to any part of her State,carefully wiew- 
ing the Conveniencies, and the I!l Conveniencies thereof ; and what 
was at liff wo Uſeful or .Profipable to the Body of her People, 
was Setled by Authority. It was a Maxim with her, That Equi. 
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+Men'bred to Frade ( as I, was) have; the greateſt opportunity of knowin: 
the Decay or Growth of Trade and [ are Toner "made ſeakble of the Calan: 
ty.of the People, than thoſe of higher Rank, though they are net ſo well able 
to Expreſs their Thonghts., =, GIET SS | | 
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renown or - 


rable £14, gy File q a 7 & Two. Sore: and Le 
Founa of” 4 Gard Kg os She dealt, very Zo 
all thoſe pi were found guilty _ Frauds or Cheats in the Publick 


Revenue, which ſort of People She nsd tocall Harpics. She diſc. 
conraged, 4s much as was poſſible, all the Tricks and Corruptions in 
the Courts of Juſtice, Page 296, She Increaſed the Wages of. ber 
Thazes, that ſhe might Th ver then as once from the Tempaation 
and Suſpicion of Bribery, | 77. Tp 


She Paſſed an Excellent and moſs Equitable Law, for the  MSOXE \ 
ſpeedy Determining the hs depending. in her Courts. She Adme- 
»iſhid her Tudges, "That t jhould conſider the Judgment on Friſe. 
dition they exerciſed was Gou's, 424 advis'd them. diligently , ts 
Study the' Law, in relation to the Profit of the State, and not ſbew. 
the ſharpneſs of their Wits by « Falations Interpretation of a doubt- 
ful Law, to the Injury of the People, but that without Partiality, 
they ſhould adminifter Equal Juſtice to all, and ſeverely puniſh 
thoſe they found Gilty, Page 316. It was) «be rave. Felicity of her 
Times, thit Metz were Advanced"to Honours withoat their ſeeking 
it, and ſometimes againſt their has! ills, ER promoted for their 
Vertnes, wor Fortunes. | 


She would often W. thoſe She Earefted 1That = mm} 
aſſured, She, would xtward. their Antegrity, Ini ftny, and. wc 
aud if (he found them Guilty of any Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, She 
would as certainly Puniſh them for it. She would never entertain 
into her Service apy Ignorent, Covetous, Diſvoneft, or Licentions 
Perſon. | ol 


She oy an _— Obſerver of Joſtice, which.is the mo Relplens. 
dent of all the Moral Vert ues, «nd of Feracity.and Conſtancy to ber \ 
Word, which is the Foundation of Juſtice. * She was extreamly . : 
ſevere ageinſt. all that broke her Laws, and puniſhed ſometime 
ſmall Offences with great Severity... ay 


e 322. In all Private Sit She was bſerv/As '- & 4 Roligh: | 


Os wh erver of Tuſtice and E 5 ur «nd to the Balance even 
between the Greateſt and the Mea of her bo SFr ; the proevt 


TN WED 
the Pooreſt from Wrongs, and "made jt her care that every Mex. 
might enjoy his Own, and*ſerverthe Pablick wk + Tk Impare 
rrality o Fuſtice, and the Equity of all Lew Proceedings, provide- 
ing carefully for the Preſervation of Flungewe Society, for the geed 
of: the Whole Community. 5 Ch 


Page 394. In ' her” Progreſs "be; was moſt eaſie #0: be 
approached by private Perſons and Magiſtrates ; Men and Womtn, 
Country People and Children came joyfuliy, and without any bear, 
to wait upon her, and fe: her. Her Kays were then opew to the 
Complaints of the Aﬀtifed, and of. thoſe that had bren ariy way 
injured, (pe wouls not. ſuffer the mweaucſt of” her” + cople to be [out 
out"of the Plzces where ſhe reſlded';,'but the gredie/t and the ledſt 
were then. in a" manner fevell:d. « She took with btr own: Hand, 
antt'read with the greateſt Goodneſs, the Petitions of the meaneſt 
Ruſticks ; | and ſhe would frequently aſſure them that ſhe would 
take a particular Care of their Affairs, ad ſb94/4 'cver be as good 
as her Word, "IF, -) A Re i, 

She by her Royal Authority proteited thoſe that were Injur'd 
evi Oppreſſed ;\"' Ts LN $ 


She Puniſhed the Fraudulent, 
Falſe, Pertidious, and V/ Vicked. 


It has always beef my Opinion, He that that doth mot ſirspa- 
thize with, and hath-not a Fellow-fecling of the Calamity and Mis 
ſery of others, cannot property be ſaid to be a Chriſtian ; for I 
Concetrve we are not born. arely for. our (elwe ,, 44 the. Gand,of aur 
own Families, but - are ſlridfly abliged, bythe Didates of that 
Hily Religion we profeſs, t0.dg all ſucn Atts as tend tothe Good 
nd" Benefit of Mankind in general, _ | 


It was a Cue Apprehenſion of 'this general Duty that en- 
duc'd me to a pear in-Dcine z, and-bowever, thought] may. be 
cenfured by "ſhme* Perfqns, * T call God to witre/s, 
that” what I have nope thefts: has oot. been out. of Malice or 
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Prejudice to any Perſon, or that I propoſe to my ſelf any Ad. 
vendige thereby (for I neither ſeek or want wh Lache but 
only a Hearty and Sincere Defire to ſerve my Country, by 
laying theſe things before' this Moft Augyſt ly, being ſen- 
ſible there's too many that e * as''much as in 
them lies, to Stifle and Conceal the People's Grievances, and 
keep them from the Knowledge of the Kjag and Parliament, 
hoping thereby to eſcape the Hands of Juſtice. The not pu- 
niſhing Ottenders upon the Abdication of the late King James 
ſeems to have been one great Occaſion of all theſe Evils; and 
now if thoſe that are Offendersſhall eſcape Puniſhment, the 
Nation can then expect no” Security for the future. The 
puniſhing ©ftenders will be doing the People Juſtice, and ſup- 
plying of the King's Wants, and which appears” Fthe par 
Means wlereby to Re-eſtabliſh Juſtice, and ma Am and 
His People happy. . | " "I 


Feb. 3. 169}. Richard Collins, 
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